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tourists of the  Cote d'Azur when M.  Poincare
evoked amidst applause King Edward's " keen
good sense, his  spirituelle bonhomie,  instinctive
diplomacy,  and the supreme art of adaptation,
which  were  the  characteristics  of  his  genius"
(italicised  in  the  original).   What  did not  M.
Poincare   add   to   justify   his   enthusiasm ?   M.
Poincare's panegyric was altogether unrestrained
when it passed to the intervention of Edward vn.
in the preparatory work and the consummation
of  the   entente   eordiale.    What  a  disconcerting
contrast it presents with the English writer's Memoir >
so disenchanting, so mortifying for the Huff which
has kept a whole generation under the influence of its
delusions!   It  requires  the  tenacious   credulity
and the stubbornness of the woman who wants to
be beaten to question the rectifications and the
details of that with which the sudden frankness of
our neighbours across the Channel gratifies us,
although tardily,
To acquaint the British public with the outrage
perpetrated on King Edward by the French writer
was, I was told, " playing into the hands of the
King's enemies " 1 I took a different view; for,
after all, M. Judet was only gloating over the
Dictionary's " showing-up " of the late Sovereign's
fictitious faiblesses; and, as a French patriot,
he was within his right in expressing his candid
opinion of Edward vn., for he honestly believed in
the fidelity of the portrait painted of him by the
Editor of the " Dictionary of National Biography,"
** in a spirit of becoming charity/5
And on this point these reflections of the author
of " Religio Medici " (" Enquiries into vulgar and